
How are we related? 

Step 1: Identify the common ancestor(s) for Person A and Person B 
 
Are they related via grandparents? Great-grandparents? Just one great-great-grandparent due to 
a second marriage?  
 
Step 2: Count the “G”s 
 
Count the number of “G”s in the relationship of the common ancestor(s) to A and B.  This will 
give you the base relationship. 
 

 
Step 3: Determine if A and B are in the same generation 
 
Examine whether A and B are the same number of generations from the common ancestor(s) 
(“G”). Or is G, for example, A’s grandparent and B’s great-great-grandparent? 
 
If they are both the same number of generations from G, then           here.  
 
If they in different generations, determine which person is closer in generations to the 
common ancestor(s).  Grandparent is a closer relationship than great-grandparent, which is a 
closer relationship than great-great-grandparent (etc.).  Start counting from the person who is 
closer in generations. 
 
Ex. 1: If they are A’s Grandparents, then the base relationship is first cousins.  If they are B’s 
great-great-grandparents, then A and B are two generations removed from being in the same 
generation as each other.  Therefore, they are: 1st cousins, 2x removed. 
 
Ex. 2: If the common ancestor(s) are A’s great-great-great-great-grandparents and B’s great-
grandparents, start with B.  Great-Grandparents = 2nd cousins.  They are three generations 
removed from each other.  Therefore, 2nd cousins, 3x removed. 
 
Step 4: Do A and B share both common ancestors of the couple, or just one? 
 
If they share both, then           here. 
 
If they share just one of the members of the couple as an ancestor, add a “half” to the title.  Ex. 
half 1st cousins, 1x removed, or half 2nd cousins, 3x removed. 

Grandparents    =  1 G   =  1st cousins 
Great-Grandparent   = 2 Gs  = 2nd cousins 
Great-Great-Grandparents  = 3 Gs  = 3rd cousins 
Great-Great-Great-Grandparents = 4 Gs  =  4th cousins 
Etc. 
  


